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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 1, 2024 

5:45 P.M. – Closed Session 

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting a Regular Session.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Giles E. Byrd, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, Attorney 

Lavern Coleman, Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Scott Floyd  

Barbara Featherson  

Brent Watts  APPOINTEES ABSENT: 
Chris Smith   

 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

 

At 5:45 P.M. Chairman Ricky Bullard called the regular session meeting to order.  

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 

143-318.11(A) (3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE  

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to recess regular session and enter into closed session, seconded by 

Vice Chairman Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (3) 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to recess closed session and enter into regular session, seconded 

by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

GENERAL ACCOUNT:  

 

Attorney Amanda Prince gave the general account as follows: 

 

 The board discussed (1) matter of Attorney-Client Privilege, no action was taken. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve the General Account, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Chairman Bullard recessed regular session until 6:30 P.M. 

 

Regular Session resumes at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Agenda Items # 3 and #4:  INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Barbara Featherson. Everyone in attendance stood and 

pledged Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Lavern Coleman. 

 

Agenda Item# 5: APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #6: BOARD MINUTES APPROVAL:  

a. March 18, 202 Regular Session 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously 

passed 

 

Agenda Item #7:  PUBLIC INPUT: 

 

No Public Input 

 

Agenda Item #8:  CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:  
 

a. Proclamation - Week of the Young Child  

b. Proclamation – Child Abuse Awareness  

c. Proclamation – Sexual Assault Awareness  

d. Resolution to establish America 250 Columbus County Committee  

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve all Consent Agenda Items, seconded by Commissioner 

Floyd. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #9:  PRESENTATION – COASTAL HORIZONS:  

Spokesperson Rakhee Patel presented an update on current resources and programs that Coastal 

Horizons offers Columbus County. 

 

Agenda Item #10:  ADMINISTRATION – APPROVAL of the HMGP-FLORENCE NON-EXPEDITED 

BID for GROUP 1 DEMOLITION of 2 HOUSES:  
Assistant County Manager Gail Edwards requested approval of the Bid-Award from Group 1 in the amount 

of $20,700 for the demolition of a house located at 413 Angelo Circle and the other located at 214 W. Walter 

Street, Whiteville. This is fully grant funded.  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #11:  EMERGENCY SERVICES – APPROVAL of the PROPOSAL from RETRO 

ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. for ASBESTOS ABATEMENT of BUILDING C-911 CENTER:  

Emergency Services Director David Ransom requested approval of the proposal from Retro 

Environmental, Inc. for the asbestos abatement of Building C – 911 Center in the amount of $14,250. This 

project is being funded through the SCIF allocation.  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Featherson made a motion to approve, seconded by Vice Chairman Byrd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 
 

Agenda Item #12:  SHERIFF’S OFFICE – APPROVAL of CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE for the 

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC SAFETY GRANT:  

Captain Robert Creech requested approval of the Department of Public Safety Grant Project Ordinance 

in the amount of $980,000.  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #13: ATTORNEY’S OFFICE – APPROVAL to TRANSFER the DEED for WILLIAMS 

TOWNSHIP SCHOOL to the COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD of EDUCATION:  
Attorney Amanda Prince requested approval to transfer the deed for Williams Township School to the 

Columbus County Board of Education.  
 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

*the Deed is housed at the Register of Deeds Office 

Agenda Item #14:  FINANCE – ACCEPTANCE of LEAD for NORTH CAROLINA FELLOW for 

COLUMBUS COUNTY:  
Finance Director Lacie Jacobs requested acceptance of the Lead for North Carolina Fellow for 

Columbus County for FY 24-25. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 

Agenda Item #15: FINANCE – APPROVAL of the MONTHLY REPORT for FEBRUARY 2024, 

CHANGE ORDERS, and BUDGET AMENDMENTS: 
Finance Director, Lacie Jacobs, requested approval of the following Monthly Report for February 2024, 

change orders, and budget amendments:  

 

a. Financial Report as of February 2024  

b. Historic Courthouse Change Order #4 - Wall  

c. Historic Courthouse Change Order #5 - Sidewalks  

d. Aquatic Weed Control  

e. Health Dept - ARPA Funding  

f. Environmental Health  

g. QRV Bolton  

h. Elections Primary  

i. Airport – Terminal Building – Amendment  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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359 
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Agenda Item #16: GOVERNING BODY – APPROVAL to have a BUDGET WORKSHOP for 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE:  

Chairman Ricky Bullard requested approval to hold a Budget Workshop for the Sheriff's Office, April 

8th, 2024 at 4:00 P.M. in the Commissioners Chambers.  

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #17: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS: STAFF is 

REQUESTING APPOINTMENTS, REAPPINTMENTS or REPLACEMENTS to the FOLLOWING 

BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS.  

 

 Legend: EB   =Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   =Individual Commissioner 

 

Zone I: Barbara Featherson   Zone V: Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith    Zone VI: Ricky Bullard 

Zone III: Giles E. Byrd    Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV: Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/EB PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD  

ACTION 

SCC Board of Trustees  EB  Robert Ezzell 
(resigned)  

06/30/2024 Featherson nominated -
Michael Powel 
Coleman nominated – 
Ricky Bullard 
Roll-Call needed for vote 
for Ricky Bullard and 
went as follows: 
Featherson – Nay 
Smith – Yay 
Floyd – Yay 
Byrd – Nay 
Coleman – Yay 
Watts - Yay 
Ricky Bullard Appointed 
 

Tabor City Planning & 
Zoning  

EB  Ricky Thompson ETJ  4/30/2024 Reappointed  
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RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V.  

MOTION:  

At 7:00 P.M. a Motion was made by Commissioner Watts and second by Commissioner Featherson to recess 

regular session and enter into Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V.  

 

Agenda Item #18: APPROVAL of WATER and SEWER COMBINATION MINUTES: 

 March 18, 2024 (5 sets)  

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 Agenda Item #19: WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS IV and V – APPROVAL of the RESOLUTION and 

BID AWARD to KBS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY and NOTICE to PROCEED for the LAKELAND 

VILLAGE UP FIT PROJECT and MARLOWE ROAD WATERLINE EXTENSION: 

  Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles requested approval of the Resolution and issuance of the bid in 

the amount of $838,260 to KBS Construction Company and the notice to proceed for the Lakeland Village up fit 

Project and Marlowe Road waterline extension. This work is all grant funded. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion 

unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #20: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT V – APPROVAL to PAY INVOICE for BILLS 

WELL DRILLING for GUIDEWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEST WELL: 

 Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles requested approval to pay the invoice from Bill’s Well Drilling 

for the Guideway Elementary School Test Well in the amount of $11,375 which will be paid using the SCIF 

allocation. 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

 
ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING OF Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV 

AND V BOARD MEETING. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #21: COMMENTS: 

 

A.  Board of Commissioners 
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Commissioner Watts had no comments. 

 

Vice Chairman Coleman commented: 

 I’d like to recognize the Lady Gators Basketball Team for being 2nd place at the state playoffs. 

 Pineland Acres in my area has had quite a bit of tractor trailer traffic and it is breaking down the 

highway and it is very close to a water main. I really need to see who we can get to remedy this.  

 Acme Delco School is being vandalized again, please get someone to look at that.  

 

Vice Chairman Byrd commented: 

 I get calls about all those lights left on at night at the Historic Courthouse, people want to know 

why the lights are being left on.  

o County Manager Eddie Madden responded by saying that the contractors are paying 

that light bill.  

 

 I am also getting calls about family farms. Some are wanting to have one of their children to build 

a house on the family farm. I know we have had that discussion before but if the lot is being sold, 

I can see where the landowner would be put through the expense of surveying the land, but, if the 

parents own the land and want a child to build on it, why do they have to get it surveyed. I have 

been told that it is a state law and I would like to see exactly what that law says. I have a worker 

that I have been trying to provide housing for and I am not going to go surveying off anything. I 

want someone to look into that.  

 

Commissioner Smith had no comments. 

 

Commissioner Floyd had no comments. 

 

Commissioner Featherson had no comments. 

 

Chairman Bullard had no comments.  

 

B. County Manager 
 

County Manager Eddie Madden commented: 

I just would like to draw your attention to the following events: 

 April 8th, 2024 Sheriff’s Office Budget Workshop 

 April 11th, 2024, Airport Ribbon Cutting 

 April 19th, 2024 Julie Strickland Park sign unveiling.  

 Fire ADR Annual Banquet later in the month. 
 

Agenda Item #22: ADJOURNMENT:  

 

MOTION: 

  At 7:07 P.M., Vice Chairman Byrd made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Smith The 

motion unanimously passed.   

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

JANA NEALEY, Clerk to the Board  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 


